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THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER'S 


REPORT  FOR  196  2. 


DSUDRAJilTH  RTIRAL  T:^T?.ICT  COUK^JL 

MMJAL  REPORT  OP  TEE  IISDIGAL  OPFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDBIO  31st  DECEMBEK,  1962. 


I^r,  Chairraan,  IVIrs.  Roberts,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31  st  December,  1962. 

The  Registrar  General's  estiimte  of  population  shaved  an  increase  of 
70  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

There  v/ere  123  live  births  (107  in  I96I  and  110  in  I960),  There  ms 
no  stillbirth  and  no  death  of  an  infant  below  the  age  of  h-  weeks.  Two 
infants  died  beb/veen  the  ages  of  i--  weeks  and  1 ^eajr. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  total  nuiriloer  of  death  ms  124  ( 131  in  I961  and  II4  in  i960).  The 
main  causes  of  death,  as  in  the  count3?-  gemrally  are  Cancer,  Vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  sj^stem,  heart  diseases  and  coronary  a.:c’cery  disease.  These 
four  conditions  account  for  94  cut  of  the  124  deaths.  They  are  generally 
speal^ing  disea.ses  of  the  older  age  group  anid  .i-n  most  cases  there  is  no 
known  satisfactory  method  of  preventing  them. 

There  v^ere  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  all  females  and  there  was 
one  death  from  tuberculosis.  The  only  other  infectious  disease  notified 
was  measles  (33  cases)  and  Pneumonia  (6  cases), 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  lir,  D.J,  Jones  and 
Mr.  Davies  for  their  valuable  help  alwa^^s  freely  given  and  also  lie,  L,  Ellis, 
and  all  the  other  council  officials  for  their  valuable  co-operation. 

Finally  I wish  to  thanlc  the  council  for  their  encouragement  and  support, 
I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

9 • 

H.  FRAHCI3, 

M.B.  ChB.  D.P.H, 


-1 


GSI'IERA.L  STATISTICS 


SECTION  A.  Area  of  Deudraoth  Rural  District  - 75j493  acres 

Rater  “ble  Value  « £71,305 

Population  (Registrar  GeneraJ-'s  figures)  - 7,060 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  -£294,  1 8.  4, 

Number  of  inliabited  houses  (According  to 
the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of  year  - 2,494. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Compars.bility  Pa.ctors  - 
Births  . . , , 1 . 1 7 

Deatlis  . o ,,0,82 

BIRTHS 

Total  ^ 23 
Legitiroate  117 
Illegitimate  6 

Livo_  Bjj?th  Rate  ppr  1 j pQ0,.POi7ulatio^^  - 17»^:-2 

1961  figujres  ~ 15.^5 

Ille^i'^^^  (per  1,000  population) 


Male  s 
72 

67 

5 


- 0.35 


Females 

51 

50 

1 


STIIL  BIRTIB 

Total 

StiD.l  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live 
Stilj.^B^^  ^ ^ _ - Eiil 

IQIAJ-l  BIRTHS  (Live  A Still) 

Live  - 123 
Still  - nil 


Malg.s  Femaj.^ 

nil  nil 


Ifeles  Females 

72  51 

nil  nil 
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lEATHS 


DEATHS  OF  INFA'NTS  TMDEIR  om  JKKR  Males 

Total  2 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Biriiis  - 16,26 

1961  figures  - 28.03 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births)  - 17.09 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 
Mortality  (per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births)  - nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFAMS  UKD  'R  4 Males 

Total  nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFAIITS  UKDER  1 YffilEK  OR  AGE  nil 


Neo~natal  Mortality  rate  - NIL 
Early_Ifeoj-m,tal  MortaJ.ity  rate  - NIL 
Ferinatg.l  Mortality  Rate  - NIL 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  ( including  abortion)  - NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live 

- NIL 

- NIL 

Males 

54 

- 17.56 

- 19.30 

9 

- 2.69 

- 3.83 


- 0.1if 

- 0.44 


Still  Births) 

1961  figures 


DEATHS 


Total  Number  - 124 


Rate  per  1 , 000  population 
1961  figures 


DEATHS  FROM  GANGER 
Total  Humber 


- 19 


Rate  per  1,000  population 
1961  figures 

DEATHS  PRCM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  Number 


- 1 


Rate  per  1 , 000  population 
1 961  figures 


Females 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Females 

nil 

nil 


Females 

70 


10 


0) 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  H3AIEH  SERVICES 
H'l  KE  AREA 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 


(5) 

(6) 


_Iiealth  Offico-ins'  cf  the  Authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Two  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Facilities 


vYater  ana.lysis  (choniical)  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
Chester,  Water  examina.tion  (bacteriological)  ajnd  milk  examination 
by  the  Public  Health  Labora.tory,  Conwa^^, 


^bulance  Facilities 

One  Ambulance  stationed  at  Penrhyndeudraeth, 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Penrhyndeudraeth  - held  fortni^tly  in  the  Churcli  Hall, 

Harlech  - held  monthly  in  the  free  library, 

Trawsfynydd  - held  monthly  at  the  congregational  Chapel  Vestry 

Ante  Natal  Clinics 

Held  at  the  Outpatient’s  Department,  Memorial  Hospital,  Blaenau 
Ffestiniog  every  two  weeks. 


Orthopaedic^  Cljmi^^^ 


Held  fortni^tly  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Hoad,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog, 
(7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic 


Held  QVQxy  week  a.t  the  clinic,  Wyine  Roa.d,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog, 

(6)  tomr^s^^n 


Carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  by  General 
Practitioners  nm  -their  surgeries.  Immunisation  of  babies  and  yeung 
children  also  carried  out  in  the  PrhTary  Schools, 

(9)  ifosp^ta^s 

Tliere  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  area. 

One  long-stay  Hospital  for  the  aged  is  situated  at  Penihyndeudraeth 

(10)  Drfbcticus  Disea.ses 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  -than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  = 59 


Scarlet  Fever  - nil 
Bacillary  Dysentry  - nil 
Y/lio oping  Cough  - nil 
Measles  - 53 

Infantile  Paralysis  - nil 
Pneumonia  - 6, 


TUEERCUIjQSIS 


r^^sss 

Pulmonary  Total  - 4 

Males  - nil  Females 
Non-Pulmonary  Total  - nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  Total  - 1 

Pulmonary  Males  « 1 Females  - nil 
Non  Pulomnary  - nil 

New  Ca.sas  and  Mortality  dirring  1^62  ±a  ai^e  p 
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Age  Periods  i Respiratory 


Non- 

Re  spiratcry 


Respiratory  | Non- 

! Respiratory 
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CAU'iTnn  HP  rr^TIi  19^2 


Tuberculosis  Pulinomry 
Tuberculosis,  other 
S^Tphili'cic  disease 

Other  infective  add  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer  Stomach 
Cancer  Lungs 
” Breast 

" Other  sites 

Leukaemia,  alaul<aemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  dises.se,  angina 

Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenm 

Gastritis,  en'':eritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  a.bortion 

Hyperplasia  of  pjrostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 


M.  P. 

1 nil 


1 

1 

2 2 

3 

7 4 


1 

8 19 

13  7 

1 

8 19 

1 3 

nils  1 

1 2 

•i  2 

1 1 

1 


1 nil 
1 

2 1 

2 nil 

2 2 

2 nil 
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AMUAL  EEPQRT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HSAUTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  1962. 


The  following  inspections  were  carrr.ed  out  during  the  year;- 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts 

295 

Houses  - Housing  Acts 

696 

Houses  - Council  property 

152 

Complaints  investigated 

176 

Factories 

18 

Infectious  Disease  Cases  (re  contacts) 

9 

Rodent  Destruction 

1082 

Petroleum  Acts 

13 

Shops 

94 

Catering  Establishments 

15 

Vehicles  conveying  food 

34 

Pried  Pish  Sh.ops 

3 

Bakehouses 

9 

Butchers  Shops 

16 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

35 

Tinned  food  and  other  articles  of  food 

50  ].bs 

of  meat 
192  lbs,  of  fruit  and 
vegetables,  and 
192  assorted  timed  and 
paclcaged  foods  -^ere 
condemned* 


Houses  Disinfected  1 
Water  samples  59 
Sewage  Effluent  saoples  20 
Miscellaneous  21 1<- 
Caravan  Sites  78 
Refuse  Sites  59 
Public  Conveniences  19 
Water  supplies  143 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  135 
Informal  Notices  served  54 
Statutory  Notices  served;  P.H.  Acts  9 
Statutory  Notices  Served;  Housing  Act  1957  6 


HO^gg-JRKPORTS 

U^it  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  renTeddod, 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  Coimcil  15 

(t)  After  foima.l  notice  under; - 

1 , Public  Health  Acts  9 

2.  Sections  9 & I6,  Housing  Act  1957 

(c)  Under  section  24,  Housing  Act  1957  ~ 

Housing  Improvement  Cra.nts  approved 


Standard  Grants 
Discretionary  Grents 
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12 

15 


WATER  CONNECTIONS 

New  connections  to  Coiancil’s  mains  75 

WATER  METERS 

New  water  meters  fixed  A 

Total  number  of  meters  fixed  in 
district  up  to  31 2/62  $6 

PIANNINI  & BUIIDINa  BYE-IAW  APPLIOATIOm  DURING  1962. 

Planning  app3.i®ationc  195 

Bye-law  applications  1 06 

301 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Number  and  pirrpose  of  visits  made  during  *1962:  - 


WATER 

The  Council  have  water  supplies  at  Harlech,  Talsamau,  Tiawsfynydd, 
Gellilydan,  Rhyd,  Croesor  amd  Bronaber« 

The  qpo.lj.ty  of  the  water  supply  to  part  of  Harlech  and  to  the 
villages  of  Talsamau,  Gellilydan  and  Iviaentwrog  v;as  maintained  by 
chlorination  throughout  the  year. 


The  Nuclear  Povirer  Station  continued  to  make  heavy  draw-off  of  water 
from  the  Trawsfyn5rdd  supply.  In  order  to  mailntain  a supply  to 
Trawsfynydd  va.llage  it  was  found  necessary  to  completely  shut  down  the 
suppj.y  to  the  Nuclear  Power  Station  throughout  every  day,  and  to  allow 
the  Nuc3.3ar  Povrer  Station  storage  reservoir  to  be  filled  during  the 
hightso 

—o-» 


Even  so,  the  demands  of  the  s'bation  have  been  such  as  to 
reouire  an  additional  supply  during  the  day.  As  a result,  there 
has  been  difficulty  in  supplying  the  upper  parts  of  Trawsfynydd 
and  some  of  the  properties  in  the  vicirJ-ty  of  the  Nuclear  Power 
Station, 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  these  difficulties  will  be 
overcome  when  the  new  supply  from  lAyn  G-ain  comes  into  use  on  the 
completion  of  the  nev/  mains  and  reservoir  during  1963. 

Samples  of  all  drinJeing  water  supplies  were  submitted  for 
bs.cteriological  examination  each  m*onth  la  order  to  check  the 
efficiency  of  the  treatments  applied. 

Llanfrothen  Water 

The  Council  ha.ve  by  scheme  at  Croesor,  Harlech,  Llanfair, 
Llanbedr,  Talsarnau,  Ynys  and  Trawsf^mj/'cld  secured  an  ample  wo.ter 
supply  to  these  districts.  These  schemes  are  actively  progressing 
and  are  almost  conpleted. 

Unfortunately  the  future  prospects  for  Upper  Penrh^m  and  in 
particular  the  Parish  of  Llsnfrothon  is  not  so  good.  For  years 
the  water  supply  has  failed  at  holidays  peak  periods,  and  indeed 
at  most  tijnes  when  the  demands  of  this  district  are  above  normal. 

Not  ord.y  does  this  cause  undue  hardslT.ip  to  those  aj.ready 
connected  to  the  Council’s  mains,  but  any  prospect  of  further 
devel.opment  must  be  considerably  hindered  by  this  failure  to 
provide  an  adepuaiJe  supply, 

A scheme  to  supplement  this  area  of  supply  could  be  considered 
in  conjunction  with  ample  storage  and  an  adequate  supply  main  at 
Upper  Penrhyn,  A storage  resoiwoir  at  a sufficient  height  to 
secure  a supply  at  ajirple  flow  and  pressure  to  both  Llanfz'othen  and 
Upper  Penrhyn  is  long  overdue.  Such  a.  scheme  would  I be  live  help 
also  to  alleviate  the  periodical  difficulties  experienced  in  other 
parts  of  the  Water  Compaiy’s  area  of  supply. 


HOUSES  SUFPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC  Y/ATER  m^jS 


SEWERAGE  AI^ID  SBVAGB  DISPOS/VL 

The  axrangeTiisnts  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district 
as  a v\h.ole  are  reasonably  adeqtiate  but  some  of  the  hamlets  namely 
Glanywern  (Talsamau),  Soar  (Llandeowyn) , G;?ynfryn  (Llanbedr),  and 
Bronaber  (Trawsfynydd)  are,  by  virtue  of  their  isolated  positions, 
still  dependant  on  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  as  the  means  of 
sewage  disposal. 

Maintenance  of  the  works  however  becomes  increasingly  difficult 
as  the  number  of  works  increase.  It  is  not  in  the  best  interests 
of  efficiency  that  the  catretakers  have  ctlier  dutj.es  such  as 
maintenance  of  water  supplies,  public  conveniences,  water  service 
repairs,  and  other  duties  as  required. 

The  requirements  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  A.cts  and  the  Clean 
Rivers  Acts  make  it  more  than  ever  essential  that  selvage  disposal 
should  have  more  and  more  supervision  and  maintenance  in  order 
that  the  requjured  standa.rd  of  the  Ravers  Board  can  be  attained. 

This  is  almost  impossible  vi:ere  the  caretakers  b,a’.’'e  a number  of  other 
duties  and  in  particular  the  grouping  of  water  and  S'Twa.ge  maintenance 
under  the  same  person  is  undesirable  both  from  the  question  of  health 
as  -wr'll  as  eff-icienoy, 

SLAUGR^ER  OF  AI'TIMMB. 

The  new  slaughterhouse  building  at  Cae  lago  Ffestiniog  was  not 
completed  as  e:<pected  during  15^2,  and  the  occupiers  continued  bo 
slaughter  oxitside  the  distri.cto  However,  it  appears  that  the 
premi-ses  will  be  suitable  for  lice.nsing  'hj  the  Council  early  in  1963. 

RCDEHT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  one  fuDl-time  Rodent  Ope.rator  in  conjunction 
with  the  Ffestiniog  Urban  Dist.riot  Counci]..  The  w3:^ole  of  the  sewers 
in  the  area  were  successfully  t3.'ea.ted  during  May,  and  all  Council 
refuse  sites  and  sewage  disposal  works  were  regularly  in.spected  and 
treated. 

Very  few  complai-nts  were  received  from  business  and  agricultural 
sources,  which  indicate.s  ihat  owners  are  carrying  vcut  their  own 
treatments.  The  .numLer  o.f  complaints  from  p.rivate  dweilings 
increased  substantiaj.l.y  indicating  that  greate.u  adv^.n-ha^e  had  been 
taken  of  the  free  rodent  ccnbrcl  ser'w.i.oe  available  to  householders, 

CAP-AVAW  CAl^iPS 

All  licensed  caravan,  sites  wcrce  regv’Jarl;/'  inspected  during  the 
year,  when  furtliev  ge-nora].  j^mprcvemcnts  were  ca.rri.ed  out.  One 
large  urli.censed  si  be  at  Uar.lech  was  discontinued  and  re-established 
on  a nearby  silbe,  and  a li.cence  was  :l.ssusd_,  resulting  in  considerable 
improvement, 

/The . . . 
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The  owners  of  a licensed  caravan  site  at  Trawsfynydd  were 
successfully  prosecuted  for  non-compliance  mth  their  site  licence 
conditions,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  site  will  he  brought 
to  a reasonable  standard  early  in  ^^63. 

The  Council-owned  caravan  site  at  Gellilydan  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily,  and  the  necessary  maintenance  work  wa.s 
Carried  out, 

FOOD  HYCrET^ 

All  catering  establishments,  grocers'  and  butchers’  shops,  and 
ice  cream  piremises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  when  it  was 
found  that,  generally  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  was 
obseor/ed  and  that  owners  and  occupiers  of  food  pi-emises  were  well 
aware  of  the  need  for  regular  redeooi-ation  and  repair  of  premises, 
and  for  regular  renewa.1  of  food  handling  eqiiipmsnt  and  ivLexisils, 

Mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans,  operating  within  but  based 
outside  the  area  continued  to  present  a problem  as  far  as  regujar 
inspection  was  concerned„  Rone  of  the  vans  inspec  l-.ed  failed  to 
comply  with  the  reqn.iremients  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Ivegulntions,  I 
believe  tiiat  most  operators  now  know  that  their  vans  are  liable  to 
be  inspected  at  any  tjjiie,  and  therefore  they  endeavour*  to  maintain 
a rea.sona.ble  standard. 

No  com]plaints  were  received  from  the  pub.lic  of  unhygienic 
conditions  of  food  handling,  or  of  contaminated  foodstuffs, 

RiUFUSa  COLLECTION 

The  Counci.l  collect  refuse  once  weekly  throughout  the  district 
apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  and  farm  premises.  The  rervioe 
was  extended  to  cover  some  additional  dwe.lling-houscs  erected,  and 
the  additional  houses  built  by  the  Council  at  Llanbedr,  Ynys, 
LLandecwyn,  Pe.nrhyndeudraeth,  Gellilydan  and  Trawsfynydd. 

During  the  summer  peri.od,  litter  and  refuse  produced  at  the 
major  caravan  camps  was  collected  flaily,  and  litter  baskets 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  dis'''riGt  were  empt.ied  on  an  average 
of  four  days  each  week.  There  are  3 refuse  ti.ps  in  the  district 

and  disposal  is  partiall.y  conti’olled.  With  the  changing  riature  of 
refuse  the  maintenance  of  tips  in  a rsaso.nable  condition  both  as 
regards  health  and  to  allow  the  vehicle  to  tip  effectivel^r  becomes 
more  costly  and  the  use  of  mechanical  nn-ans  of  levell.ing  has 
increased. 
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Seventy  two  traditional  houses  were  conipleted  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  in  order  to  meet  both  the  general  needs  of  the 
district  and  the  personnel  employed  at  the  Nuclear  Power  Station, 
Trawsfynydd, 

With  regard  to  slum  clearance,  the  district  was  re-surveyed 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  number  of  houses  still  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  It  was  found  that  QL  such  ho’uses  still  remained, 
and  the  Council  decided  that  a further  3 to  5 ysa.rs  would  elapse 
before  the  whole  of  these  houses  would  either  be  removed  or 
improved  to  the  necessary  standard. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  the  Council  decided  to  make  a systesKUCic  arid 
concentrated  effort  to  improve  houses  that  are  wi-thout  bathrooms, 
hot  water  systems  etc.  Half  of  the  dlstjnct  was  suiweyed  during 
the  latter  quarter  of  the  year,  and  letbers,  unging  owners  to 
improve  their  houses  and  to  avail,  themselves  of  the  imp.rovement 
grants  available,  will  be  sent,  as  a fi.'cst  sbep. 


D.J.  JOI^IHS, 

Public  Health  Inspector/ 
Surveyor , 
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